220                      THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI

will stick to the principle laid down by it and not yield at the eleventh
hour to the dictation of the Municipality.

Indian Opinion, 2-7-1904-

179. INDIAN PROMISSORT NOTES

We sincerely congratulate the Government on bringing in the Bill to
regulate the signing of negotiable instruments by Indians. It is an earnest of
their solicitude for their well-being. Within our experience, there have
been cases of gross fraud, not necessarily between Indians and Indians,
but even on the part of some Europeans, perpetrated owing to the inability
of the Indians to sign such promissory notes in English characters. Very
often, such notes are made without the contents being known to the maker;
and the Bill in question is undoubtedly calculated to be a great relief to
innocent people. To put the finishing touch to the Bill, may we suggest
that it would be better if the thumb-impression were also insisted upon?
It has been found that it is impossible to forge a thumb-mark, and the
thumb-impression would be the surest safeguard against impersonation,
for it may happen that the man who may put his mark before a Magistrate
or a Justice of the Peace may not at all be the person intended to be charged
with the debt. Promissory notes will derive very great weight being made
before a Magistrate or a Justice of the Peace, and if there has been any
impersonation, it will be very difficult to prove it. Nor will it be fair to
expect the Magistrates or Justices of the Peace always to scrutinise the
identity of the persons appearing before them to make promissory notes.
We hope, therefore, that the Government would be pleased to embody our
suggestion in their Bill and make it complete and really effective.
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180. FOOT-PATHS IN THE TRANSVAAL
The Boksburg Town   Council has addressed the  following  circular
letter to the Town Councils and Municipalities in the Transvaal:
Gentlemen,
No doubt you are fully aware that a clause exists in the 'Traffic By-
laws', providing that no native shall walk on the footpath, save when crossing
any street and the entrance to any private property, vide clause 19, chapter 2.
It will be noticed under "Definitions" in same code of by-laws, clause 20,
the term "native'* shall mean "any person whose parents belong to any abori-
ginal race or tribe of Africa".
In submitting this letter to you, I am instructed to point out that it is the
desire of my Council to solicit the co-operation and assistance of the various
Municipal Councils and Urban. District Boards to have the present law amended
in such a manner as to include all coloured races without distinction of nationality.